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“To Each According to His Ability”

A wealthy man went on a long journey and entrusted his property to his servants.  One got five talents, one two, and one servant got one talent.

The five and two talent servants traded with theirs and doubled the master’s property.  The one talent servant hid his and returned it to his master intact when he returned.

One of the interesting things is that the master divided his property to his servants “according to their ability.”
We should find great encouragement in this.  When you are looking at what God expects of you, you can know for sure that he doesn’t expect more than you can deliver.

We have all witnessed the nightmare some parents make for their children.  They raise high hopes and expectations for their child that are impossible to achieve.  Whether it is about sports, or achievement in school or being a popular person.  The parent has the power to make the child’s life a living hell.  And that pressure does not ever go away.  A child can grow up feeling totally inadequate.  Tragic.
God will never do that to you.

God knows you better than anyone else and God knows of what you are capable and God will never put expectations upon you greater than you can deliver.  God isn’t going to give you a job you can’t do!
What I want you to notice about this is how personal it is.  It is not merely customized to fit you, it is caring about you.  It implies an intimacy.

When young people try out for a sport, the coaches decide who will join the team.  Then the coaches determine, based on the child’s skill and potential what position they will play.  Pitcher or catcher.  Quarter back or lineman.  Goalie or forward.

A coach would never mix players up at random.  That would mean reducing the team’s chances to the lowest possible level.

So God gives you gifts to serve him, and he has expectations of you that he knows you can fulfill.  How beautiful is that?

If you have ever seen the Special Olympics or any kind of activity involving people with special needs, you are always amazed and your heart is warmed watching how numerous people all come around the person and cheer them on and encourage them.

They don’t expect a world record, they only expect that person to do their best and then to feel some fulfillment at having done what they could.

I want us to see that in the parable of the talents this morning.

God may not be asking you to become a missionary to some remote part of India.  He might need you right here.  He might need your special gifts and talents here in this church, here in this community, in your home, at your place of employment.

I think that is beautiful.  It also takes some pressure off.  

Normally when we think about this parable, it gets us to biting our nails.  “Am I a five talent person?”  What does God want of me?  Am I falling?”

That is because we usually focus on the one talent person who hides their treasure in a field.

On the other hand, this parable has always made me wonder.  “What if the five talent person traded with his five talents and though sincerely trying, lost them?  What would the master have said then?”

Some scholars speculate that a talent was equal to twenty years wages of the average worker.  So let’s say about $900,000.00 dollars.  The five talent person would have been entrusted with 4.5 million dollars!  It could easily have happened, right?  We have all learned that when investing money, there is no guarantee the value will always go up.

So I think we should find great encouragement in the words, “….to each according to his ability.”

God, your master, has entrusted you with the what you can handle.

What a relief!

God isn’t making it impossible for you.

No one knows you better than God.  

In the Apostles’’ Creed, when you say what you believe about God, you start by saying, “I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”

The creed starts by saying God is the Creator.

God made you.

God fashioned you for a purpose.

Think of something you have made.  When I was thinking about this sermon and this question, the first thing that popped into my mind was my first Pinewood Derby race car for Cub Scouts.  I still have it, and it is special for me.  

Think about something you have made.  A pumpkin pie, a bookcase, a painting, a pot holder, a quilt, planting seeds, curtains, a letter you wrote.

Everything you have made you made with a purpose in mind.  Even if that purpose was just to enjoy looking at the thing you made.

God made you.  God made you for a purpose.  

God has something in mind for you.  It may be singing in the choir.  It may to be write a book.  It may be to be a youth leader.  It may be to clean the church.  It may be to help the homeless.  It may be to serve the sick.  It may be to be a deacon.  (God made us all to witness to Jesus Christ). It may be many of things.  It is probably more than one.  God has made us and has something in mind for us.  To console someone who is grieving.  To bring a casserole to someone who is struggling.  To assist someone who is poor.  I don’t know, there are tens of thousands of things.  To be a Stephen Minister.  To lead prayer.

God doesn’t expect you to do them all, God wants you to do some of them – the ones he has in mind for you.

Think about this.   God knows you so well – he has made you and knows of what you are capable.

Your life has a God given purpose.  It means something.  And who you are and what you do matters – it matters eternally.

God sent Jesus in the world for a mission – to reconcile the world to himself.  Every minute of every day of his life, Jesus lived out his purpose.  He also died his purpose, because part of his purpose was to be crucified for us.  

Like Jesus – your life has meaning and a mikssion.
That meaning is tied up with the church.  God doesn’t call someone then separate them from the church.  Our lives find their purpose in the company of the faithful, in the worshiping congregation, in the assembly of the faithful.

The one talent servant hid his talent because he feared his master.  

When the master returns, the one talent servant says,” ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest.”

The master is so harsh!  That’s what the one talent man THINKS.  Does Jesus want us to think of God this way?  Is God a harsh and demanding master of whom we should be afraid – a harsh man demanding gain from his slaves?  The one talent man THINKS the master is harsh – does that mean the master IS harsh?
Listen to the parable!  What did the master say to the five talent and two talent servants?  “Well done!   Then – here it comes – “enter into the joy of your master!””
It seems that the five and two talent slaves do not think of the master as a harsh demanding man at all.  And sure enough, they are invited to share his joy and he gives them lots and lots.

You see, the problem with the one talent servant is that he does not know his master!  He thinks his master is cold and harsh.

How many people think of God this way?  We should shudder to think how many countless people think of God as a remote, demanding, impersonal judge who will punish them.  Thinking that way leads them to hide from God and bury the talent.

Again, the five and two talent servants could have lost it all in risking what was entrusted to them.  What would their master have said then?

Maybe they took the risk because they knew their master and what he was like.  Maybe they took the chance trying to please him.  Maybe they understood what he was about ands joined in his great purpose.

Join me in taking this from this parable.  If we know the master, we understand what he wants.  And we take chances to join him.

What does God want?  God wants us “to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with God.”
Many have made that investment and lost.  How many countless millions of Christians have been martyred for their faith?  They lived for their master and had nothing to show for it but their deaths.

Is God saying, “Wicked and slothful servants?”  No, according to Revelation, those martyrs surround the throne of God in heaven and sing his praises.  They sing in the celestial choir!
There is no guarantee of success in serving God – not material success or increase – not even long life.
What there is, is knowledge of God – and that is what makes life worth living – ultimately it is the only thing that makes life worth living.

And we know God how?  By knowing his Son, Jesus.  And we know what God wants to looking at Jesus and imitating him.  He healed the sick.  He preached good news.  He comforted the weak and helped them.  He made the lame walk.  He challenged the sinner.  He loved God his Father.  God gave Jesus a thousand talents and Jesus loved God.
The Bible says an amazing thing about you.  You were made in the image of God.  imago Dei.
My Old Testament professor in college taught us that means God made you the way he wanted to make you.  Whatever it means, and it means a lot of things, it means this – you were created by this all powerful to God to do his will.  

And that he knows you well, and gives to you in accordance with your ability.  

Why?

Because he loves you.

Jesus came with the gospel, which is good news.  It is not good news that you will be cast into the outer darkness if you mess up.
Forget the one talent servant.
The good news is you were designed at the end, when it is tallied up – to come into the banquet hall for the big party.

And please note this!  The five and two talent servants are praised by the master, not because they doubled the master’s investment – remember what the master said?  “You have been trustworthy. . . “  You have been trustworthy!
Because in the end, it doesn’t so much matter how much you have made with what God has given you, but what Jesus has done for you. 

And what did he do?  He paid the tab.

You are a customized servant of God.  He took a lump of clay and formed you – in his image – just the way he wanted.  He gave you some abilities, which you must discover with his help, he gave you a church and work to do in the church, he made you part of the body of Christ, and he made you to rejoice in the end with him.

That is what God thinks of you.  

“Master, you have given me five talents.”

“”Master, help me to be trustworthy with them for you, for your glory, for what you want.”  Because it is when we are doing that, we are truly alive.

Fred D. Mueller
Judges 4:1-7
4The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. 2So the Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 
4At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 5She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. 6She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. 7I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’” 
8Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go.” 9And she said, “I will surely go with you; nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not lead to your glory, for the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” Then Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh. 
10Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and ten thousand warriors went up behind him; and Deborah went up with him. 11Now Heber the Kenite had separated from the other Kenites, that is, the descendants of Hobab the father-in-law of Moses, and had encamped as far away as Elon-bezaanannim, which is near Kedesh. 12When Sisera was told that Barak son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, 13Sisera called out all his chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the troops who were with him, from Harosheth-ha-goiim to the Wadi Kishon. 14Then Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day on which the Lord has given Sisera into your hand. The Lord is indeed going out before you.” So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with ten thousand warriors following him. 15And the Lord threw Sisera and all his chariots and all his army into a panic before Barak; Sisera got down from his chariot and fled away on foot, 16while Barak pursued the chariots and the army to Harosheth-ha-goiim. All the army of Sisera fell by the sword; no one was left. 
 

Matthew 25:14-30
14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 

The Sentences  (Psalm 123)
O Lord, you are enthroned in the heavens.
Your might is over all the world.
We turn our eyes to you.
We look up to behold your face.
As the child looks to his mother, as the servant looks to his boss,
So we look to you.
Though the whole world looks on us with contempt,
We look to God for mercy.
 

Yours in Christ,
Fred
 
� “By piety I mean that union of reverence and love to God which the knowledge of his benefits inspires. For, until men feel that they owe everything to God, that they are cherished by his paternal care, and that he is the author of all their blessings, so that nought is to be looked for away from him, they will never submit to him in voluntary obedience; nay, unless they place their entire happiness in him, they will never yield up their whole selves to him in truth and sincerity.”


  From Institutes of the Christian Religion, John Calvin, on the knolwedge of God  


further:  For, first of all, the pious mind does not devise for itself any kind of God, but looks alone to the one true God; nor does it feign for him any character it pleases, but is contented to have him in the character in which he manifests himself always guarding, with the utmost diligences against transgressing his will, and wandering, with daring presumptions from the right path. He by whom God is thus known perceiving how he governs all things, confides in him as his guardian and protector, and casts himself entirely upon his faithfulness, - perceiving him to be the source of every blessing, if he is in any strait or feels any want, he instantly recurs to his protection and trusts to his aid, - persuaded that he is good and merciful, he reclines upon him with sure confidence, and doubts not that, in the divine clemency, a remedy will be provided for his every time of need, - acknowledging him as his Father and his Lords he considers himself bound to have respect to his authority in all things, to reverence his majesty aim at the advancement of his glory, and obey his commands, - regarding him as a just judge, armed with severity to punish crimes, he keeps the judgement-seat always in his view. Standing in awe of it, he curbs himself, and fears to provoke his anger. Nevertheless, he is not so terrified by an apprehension of judgement as to wish he could withdraw himself, even if the means of escape lay before him; nays he embraces him not less as the avenger of wickedness than as the rewarder of the righteous; because he perceives that it equally appertains to his glory to store up punishment for the one, and eternal life for the other. Besides, it is not the mere fear of punishment that restrains him from sin. Loving and revering God as his father, honouring and obeying him as his master, although there were no hell, he would revolt at the very idea of offending him.


Such is pure and genuine religion, namely, confidence in God coupled with serious fear - fear, which both includes in it willing reverence, and brings along with it such legitimate worship as is prescribed by the law.”
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